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It is interesting to con-
sider the various ways 

forestry is practiced in 
our country.  We have 
such a diversity of tim-
ber types, species mix-
es, ownerships, and site 
conditions that a person 

not knowledgeable would have a hard 
time understanding why there is so 
much diversity in management.  It is 
like 2 plus 2 might equal 4 this time, 
but might be 3 or 5 another time.

Doing hiring interviews for a 
forester position recently included a 
candidate from a southern state.  He 
worked for a time for a consulting 
firm that did work for very large land 
ownerships that were growing south-
ern pine.  He actually commented 
that the famous loblolly pine was less 
preferred that slash pine and long-
leaf pine for timber production.  He 
worked in planted pine plantations 
that ranged up to 100+ acres in size.  
He would mark thinnings in the plan-
tations.  When the plantations were 
mature the whole plantation was 
harvested and would start again with 
planting a new crop of pine.

The same is often done in western 
forests and northern forests that are 
heavily stocked with conifers.  Plant-

ing is often done to get a stocking of 
quality, improved seedlings, and /or 
to ensure adequate regeneration to 
meet requirements.  Most of these co-
nifers are shade intolerant.

Clearcuts are also often used in 
northern hardwoods forests to regen-
erate shade intolerant species such as 
aspen and birch.  Again a landscape of 
large ownerships, here often govern-
ment or TIMO/REITs makes it easy 
to use this practice.  Again the sim-
plicity of the species mix also lends 
itself to a broad brush approach.

Regenerating aspen in a clearcut.

Regeneration in an Indiana hardwood 
forest opening.

Typical marking in Indiana Hardwood forest – 
single tree marking.

Perspectives on Management

John Friedrich
ISAF Chair

crowns of hardwoods are usually left 
in the woods.  This is great for nu-
trient cycling and cover for wildlife, 
but probably less attractive to most 
people when a site is stripped clean 
of most woody debris.  This results in 
much of regeneration coming in more 
shade tolerant species.

For those who attended the spring 
ISAF meeting at the Four Winds Re-
sort in early March learned, this lack 
of diversity in regeneration is hav-
ing a profound on the composition of 
our forests here in Indiana, and the 
wildlife that use that forest.  This is 
despite the fact that regeneration in 
our forests after a clearing harvest is 
usually very robust and productive.

We tend to shy away from large 
openings and clearcuts here in the 
central hardwoods.  Some of it is due 
to the land ownership.  A private 
landowner is not likely to see another 
harvest in an area that was clearcut.  
That is viewed as lost production, 
even though in the longer term view 
a newly regenerated stand may be 
more productive than retaining the 
residuum of many harvest entries.  
Some of it may be due to the look.  
Conifers tend to be utilized down to 
very small size.  The large, spreading A clearcut in western conifer forest
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2016 Pecan Growers Seminar     
Vaughn Family Pecan Farm

1208 W. Craig Road • Scottsburg, IN 47170 • (812) 752-4929

Information and registration: 
www.vaughnfamilypecanfarm.com

This seminar is the first of a continuing series to be held in 
Indiana and is being advertised by a number of groups and 
organizations that promote the propagation and planting of 
nut trees as an alternative crop with emphasis on the North-
ern United States.

Saturday Sept. 17th 2016   

Registration: $20.00 (includes catered lunch)
Location: Scottsburg, Indiana High School (Commons room)

500,  South  Gardner St., Scottsburg, In. 47170

8:30 a.m.   
Introductions John Harrell
Welcome Virgil Vaughn, Cooperator with USDA ARS. 

Northern Pecan Test Grove

9:00 a.m. - Seminar
Jim McKenna, Lafayette, Indiana
Operational Tree Breeder
       HTIRC USDA Forest service,  Northern Research Station
       Purdue University,  West  Lafayette, In

Dr. William Reid, Chetopa, Ks
        Pecan Experiment Field, Kansas State University

Dr. L.J. Grauke, USDA ARS
        Pecan Breeding Program, College Station. Tx.

12:00-1:00 p.m. - Lunch

1:00 p.m. - 5 p.m.   
Tour of USDA  Northern Pecan test cultivars. 
        Vaughn Family Pecan Farm

Photography and videos by Roger Vaughn Photography LLC

INDIANA SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FORESTERS
PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2016

Income:
Forest Pesticide Workshop Registrations $5,800.00
Meeting Registrations 4,000.00
Membership Dues 800.00
Community Foundation – Heck Endowment 600.00
Forester Fund Collection 200.00
Checking Account Interest 1.00
Total Income $11,401.00

Expenses:
Meetings $3,800.00
National Convention Travel 1,700.00
Woodland Steward Institute, Inc. 1,200.00
Forest Pesticide Workshop 500.00
Newsletter (email version with reduced mailings) 400.00
Career Development HASTI, (Booth, etc.) 420.00
FFA Convention Booth 500.00
Purdue Forestry Summer Camp Scholarships 4,000.00
Indiana Environthon 1,500.00
Awards 50.00
Unplanned expenditures (flowers, etc.) 150.00
Misc. Supplies 30.00
SAF House of Society Delegates (HSD) Assessment 90.00
Web Site Host (Canvas Dreams) 70.00
Foresters Fund Donation 200.00
Web Site Assistance Gratuity 50.00
PLT, Teacher School Support 2,500.00
Election Expenses 60.00
Total Expenses $17,220.00

Projected Check Book for 2016:
Starting: $10,786.45 Ending: $4,967.45

Certified Forester Status
To check on your Certified Forester (CF) status, do the following:
Go to this website:  https://live.safnet.org/intranet/login.html  and click on “connect to SAF”.   Log in your 

username and password.  Your username is your SAF # and your password is the first 3 letters of your last name 
with the first letter capitalized, followed by your member #. 

So if my SAF member # is 11133, then I would use 11133 as my username and Sta11133 as my password.  
Click “sign in”.   At this point it will download your CF status and show you a “dashboard” which shows what 

you have remaining to earn your 60 CFEs. It now takes a minimum of 40 Cat 1 CFEs every 3 years with the 
balance being made up of other categories. 

To attain Cat 1 CFEs, you must attend pre-approved programs that have the level of CAT 1 CFEs pre-deter-
mined.  Otherwise, you must provide verification of the program and your attendance.

You are welcome to email me with any questions or comments at forester@custom.net .
John P. Stambaugh, INSAF Membership Chair
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Meeting called to order 4:31 PM

Old Business
1. Scholarships – We gave out 3 scholarships last year for the

$4,000 total. There are 23 students attending Purdue for-
estry summer camp in 2016.  The minimum individual
amount will be $500 and no more than four awards total.

2. HASTI – We have run out of the several thousand bandanas
purchased a few years ago.  The current display is about 10
years old but is still up-to-date enough to use.  There was
discussion about whether to give out bandanas or posters.
Lee Huss will get a quote for more bandanas.  John Stam-
baugh may have the table top display in his possession.

New Business
1. FFA – The FFA convention is coming back to Indiana.  It

will be third week of October rather than the last week.  In-
diana will have the convention for nine years. Lee will set
up and tear down the display.  The forestry event will be at
Morgan-Monroe State Forest on the Thursday of the event.
The one on one portion of the forestry event will change to
a team.

2. Election/Candidate – Scott Recklehoff has agreed to be vice
chair.

3. Media grants – IDNR may be able to use the grant.  DNR
has a new videographer who is also a forester. DNR forestry
will come up with a proposal for SAF for the grant.

4. Legislation update – The 10% non-harvest areas legislation
for State Forests did not pass. It was also put into an amend-
ment that did not pass. There was discussion about SAF’s
role in spreading the news about good forest management
on state forests to the legislators.

5. John Stambaugh brought up the idea of hiring a part time
executive director. Lenny made a motion to explore the
possibility of hiring a part time executive director.  Greg
Koontz seconded the motion.  Bruce Wakeland asked what
the duties of the director would be. This person would be
tasked with communications and outreach, planning meet-
ings. Motion passed.  John Friedrich, John Stambaugh, and
Lenny Farlee agreed to be on committee for this.

6. Indiana Conservation Congress has identified state forest
timber harvesting as an issue to be addressed in an agenda
of their upcoming meeting. There was discussion of SAF’s
role in discussing this. Brian Gandy will represent SAF at
the meeting.

7. Summer meeting to be in Orange County area.  To be in-
cluded will be a tour of industry as well as presentation
about genetic work in American chestnut.

Committee Reports
1. Treasurer – Checkbook balances: beginning $14,265.37;

ending $10,786.45. Proposed budget (see attachment): in-
come $11,401.00; expenses $11,220.00. Environthon, FFA,
and student scholarships were not on the budget. $17,220.00 
would be the amended expenses on the budget with these
added. Lee Huss made a motion to accept the amended
budget.  Donna Rogler seconded the motion.  The amended
budget passed unanimously.

2. Audit – Jayson will be performing audit tonight.
3. Awards – No awards have been given out for a while. There

was some discussion on when the last fellow award was giv-
en.

4. Communications – Teena brought up the idea of using a fa-
cilitator to motivate our organization and offer suggestions.

5. Continuing Education – Donna has been updating CFE’s.
6. Education – The national Walnut Council convention will

be in Lawrenceburg July 31st to August 3rd. Lenny is working
on setting up the annual pesticide training.

7. Forester’s Fund – No report.
8. Fundraising – Nothing currently lined up. Brian would like

suggestions on a project.
9. History/Archives – Give John Friedrich anything that needs

to be archived. The safe will be moved to Morgan-Monroe
State Forest.

10. Investment – See report for full details. There is no money
to disburse this year.

11. Membership – Several members have lapsed over the last
two years.  We have 111 members.

12. Newsletter – March 15 is deadline for newsletter. Please
verify your email is correct with national SAF.

13. Nominations and Teller – No report.
14. Policy – No report.
15. Science/Technology – Lots of great data is coming out of

the HEE project.
16. Student Chapter – No students present.

Jayson Waterman made a motion to adjourn.  Donna
Rogler seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. Meeting ad-
journed 6:07 PM.

Mike Spalding, Secretary

Indiana Society of American Foresters Meeting Minutes
March 1, 2016

Four Winds Resort, Lake Monroe, Bloomington, IN



Indiana Society of American Foresters 

Summer 2016 Article 

Oak Regeneration 

Of all the issues we seem to face here in the Central Hardwoods, the concerns about oak 

and hickory regeneration seem to be most befuddling.  There does not seem to be a 

universal cookbook recipe for ensuring strong regeneration recruitment.   

The issue has been recognized for years.  If you have been to any presentations on this 

you have seen the graph showing the bottleneck that oak and hickory face with low 

numbers of trees in the seedling, sapling, and small pole size classes.  This leaves few 

replacements available for the aging veterans that started a century or more ago.  It has 

been the theme at Central State Hardwood Conferences.  In a presentation in northern 

Wisconsin it was referred to as the “maplization” of the woods. 

Oak overstory, maple midstory, and an absence of oak regeneration. 



We all know how the oaks and hickories were maintained over the millennia.  American 

Indians created regular disturbance through agricultural land clearing and burning of the 

landscape that helped perpetuate the oak and hickory.  They knew how to get these trees 

back because they were an important food source for them and the game they hunted and 

relied on for meat.  Some disturbance was quite extensive.  There are reports that wooded 

land around Cahokia in Illinois was denuded for a hundred miles because of the need for 

wood in the large community. 

When the settlers came into the Central Hardwoods (which was after disease had 

seriously decimated Indian populations) they continued practices that promoted oak and 

hickory regeneration.  Regular burning and livestock grazing promoted the establishment 

of oak regeneration that was able to quickly dominate once the burning and grazing 

subsided.  These resulted in many of the stands we see today that are in the 80-120 year 

age range. 

Oak seedlings in dappled sunlight. 



The control of fire, while good for tree quality, certainly has had an impact of the rise of a 

shade tolerant midstory of Acer, Fagus and Ostrya species that inhibits the ability of oak 

and hickory seedlings to establish themselves.  The high deer densities we are seeing also 

have an impact by increasing the loss of acorns in feeding, and heavy browsing on 

seedlings and saplings.  This results in a competitive advantage to those less preferred 

species. 

Oak regeneration being released in a harvest. 

The most recent effort to provide some guidelines for regenerating oak and hickory came 

out of Kentucky, Tennessee and the southern Appalachians and is called the oak shelter 

wood method.  This was presented at an ISAF meeting a number of years ago.  It is a 

very good methodology for getting oak and hickory regeneration established.  It seems to 

be best suited for small scale application.  The intensity of the work needed and the 

timing needs make it difficult to do on a landscape scale.  It requires a bumper acorn crop 

to get past the acorn predation hurdle.  This is then followed by the removal of shade 

tolerant midstory to provide an incremental increase of sunlight to spur seedling 

development.  Work at SIPAC (Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center) on this has shown 

there are other issues to contend with.  The volatility of herbicides to kill the shade 



tolerant midstory can cause unwanted mortality on the desired regeneration.  And the 

large crop of seedlings can create a smorgasbord for root feeders such as voles.  This 

work at SIPAC has been presented at several meetings and on site. 

Too often I have heard the recipe is to just cut the woods hard.  Too often the result is 

something other than oak-hickory.  It seems that without being already established, oak 

will not outrun sassafras and poplar.  But I have seen a number of areas in southern 

Indiana that have good oak-hickory regeneration as the result of past management.  

Whether this is a result of some degree of planning or was merely a coincidence, there 

are now areas with viable populations of established oak regeneration that current 

managers can now move into the main canopy.  Like so much else in central hardwood 

management, this may require as much of the art rather than the science of forestry. 

Oak seedlings and saplings ready for release. 



Indiana Society of American Foresters  

2016 Donation for Forest Management Videos 

Several years ago the Indiana Division of Forestry came to ISAF with a proposal to 

create some videos regarding forest management through a production company.  ISAF 

agreed at that time to provide the funding.  Partly due to a retirement, movement on the 

project was slow.  Meanwhile there were changes in other things such as technology and 

a new hire.  A recent hire in Department of Natural Resources Communications Division 

provided the expertise to do videos in house rather than through a production company.  

So the Division of Forestry requested a change in the funding request to provide 

equipment to help create videos in house.  ISAF approved that request. 

As a result, ISAF provided equipment for making videos for forest management.  This 

included lighting for filming in shady woods, and a video drone for overhead shots.  This 

equipment became available in June. 

Video drone and part of lighting unpacked. 



Lighting used on a shoot in the woods. 



Indiana Society of American Foresters  

Summer 2016 – Announcement of Vice Chair 

We are pleased to have Scott Reckelhoff serve as Vice Chair of ISAF for the 2016 

calendar year.  Scott is a 2005 Purdue forestry graduate.  He works for OFS Brands in 

Huntingburg as Property Manager, managing their lands, among other things.  Scott lives 

in Jasper with his wife Holly and three kids.  He was a previous officer in ISAF a few 

years ago, serving as Treasurer for several years. 

We would like to have someone join Scott next year as Vice Chair as he moves forward 

to become Chair. 
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Indiana SAF
14043 Williams Road
Shoals, IN 47581

2016 INDIANA SAF OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Chair

John Friedrich Jan. 1 thru Dec. 31, 2016
402 W. Washington St., Rm 204 Phone: 317-232-4118
Indianapolis, IN 46204 jfriedrich@dnr.IN.gov

Past Chair

Vice Chair
Scott Reckolhoff Jan. 1 thru Dec. 31, 2016
OFS Brands PO Box 100 Phone: 812-639-0664
Huntingburg, IN 47542 sreckelhoff@ofsbrands.com

Secretary
Mike Spalding Term of office: Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2016
Yellowwood State Forest 812-988-7945
772 South Yellowwood Rd mspalding@dnr.IN.gov
Nashville, IN 47448

Treasurer
Dale Weigel Jan. 1, 2015-Dec. 31, 2016
143 The Woods Home Phone: 812-279-8953
Bedford, IN 47421 E-mail: dkweigel@alumni.purdue.edu

Newsletter Editor
Janet Eger Term of Office: On-going
14043 Williams Road Office Phone: 812-247-2479
Shoals, IN 47581 Cell Phone: 812-583-9383
Fax #: 812-279-3391 E-mail: jeger@dnr.in.gov

Historian/ Archivist
John Friedrich Term of Office: On-going
402 W Washington St., Rm 204 Phone: 317-232-4118
Indianapolis, IN 46204 jfriedrich@dnr.in.gov

Communications
Teena Ligman Term of Office: On-going
811 Constitution Ave. Home Phone: 812-279-5547
Bedford, IN 47421 Office Phone: 812-276-4757
Fax #: 812-279-3423 E-mail: tligman@fs.fed.us

Science/Technology Chair
Jack Seifert Term of Office: On-going
402 W. Wash. St., Rm. W296 Cell Phone: 812-592-1221
Indianapolis, IN 46204 Office Phone: 317-232-4116
Fax #: 317-233-3863 E-mail: jseifert@dnr.IN.gov

Membership Chair
John Stambaugh Term of Office: On-going
12817 E SR 54 Home Phone: 812-863-7271
Springville, IN 47462 Office Phone: 812-863-7272

Email: forester@custom.net

Forester’s Fund Chair
Darrell Breedlove Term of Office: On-going
905 E. Co. Rd. 350 N. Office Phone: 812-346-2286
North Vernon, IN 47265 

Education Co-Chair
Ron Rathfon Term of Office: On-going
12000 Purdue Farm Road Home Phone: 765-448-4262
Dubois, IN 47526 Office Phone: 812-678-3401
Fax #: 812-678-3412 E-mail: ronr@purdue.edu

Education Co-Chair
Lenny Farlee Term of Office: On-going
G021D Pfendler Hall, Purdue University
West Lafayette, IN 47907 Office Phone: 765-494-2153

E-mail: lfarlee@purdue.edu

Continuing Forestry Ed. Contact
Donna K. Rogler Term of Office: On-going
402 Washington St. W296 Cell Phone: 317-402-2624
Indianapolis, IN 46204 Phone: 317-234-5143

Policy Chair
William F. Minter Term of Office: On-going
2011 Regina Rd. Home Phone: 574-831-6795
New Paris, IN 46553 Office Phone: 260-799-5869
Fax #: 574-831-6795 E-mail: billfm@goshen.edu

Awards
Lee Huss Term of Office: On-going
PO Box 848 Home Phone: 812-929-2511
Bloomington, IN 47402 Office Phone: 812-349-3716
Fax #: 812-349-3705 E-mail: hussl@bloomington.in.gov

 Purdue Student Chapter Chair
Open

Investment Committee
Dale Weigel Term of Office: On-going
143 The Woods Home Phone: 812-279-8953
Bedford, IN 47421 E-mail: dkweigel@alumni.purdue.edu

Audit Committee
Jayson Waterman Term of Office: On-going
498 N.W. 18th St. Office Phone: 765-935-9415
Richmond, IN 47374 Cell Phone: 765-265-6888

E-mail: jwaterman@dnr.in.gov

Nominating Committee
Open

Tellers Committee
Open




